Hello all--

Here's a piece by Steve Linnell on TOD and Rapid Transit which I had

meant to distribute earlier.

Best to all,

Jonathan
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As assigned, here are my brief summaries of TOD and Rapid Transit.

Notice how well the two fit together. I hope to have some added info on

rural applications for rideshare on Monday.

The PACTS Arterial Land Use Policy

"Any arterial corridor roadway project, that by itself or as part of a

program of improvements will reduce commuter travel times between an

urbanized and non-urbanized area, must be accompanied by a land use plan

that preserves the arterial's capacity, protects its mobility and the

public investment, and that minimizes sprawl."

Key Concepts & Principles

*         Compact/Transportation Efficient/ Pedestrian-Scaled Land Use

*         Job and Residential Densities to Support Transit

*         Mix of Land Uses:

*         Residential, Commercial and Public

*         Corridors are the Appropriate Scale for this Type of Planning

*          Plan Should Address Multiple Geographic Scales

Land Use Concepts

*         Density / Intensity

*         Diversity / Mix of Uses

*         Design / Scale

*         Accessibility

*        Vehicle

*        Transit

*        Bicycle

*        Pedestrian

Four levels of compact planning areas: Urban, Village, Hamlet and

Suburban, each with a core (more intensive) and secondary (less

intensive) zone that mixes commercial, residential and public space

appropriate to the setting that also supports public transit.

Light Rail/Bus Rapid Transit Study

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to explore the feasibility of implementing

bus rapid transit along commuter corridors and light rail transit along

existing railroads and rail rights of way in Greater Portland.

Definitions

Bus Rapid Transit, "Think rail - use buses." A rapid mode of

transportation that can combine the quality of rail transit and the

flexibility of buses, using exclusive lanes on arterials or separate

rights-of-way. BRT offers substantially reduced travel times relative to existing transit bus services through the use of traffic signal priority and limited stops with reduced dwell times. (Federal Transit

Administration)

Light Rail Transit - A railway system, characterized by its ability to

operate single or multiple car consists (trains) along exclusive

rights-of-way at ground level, on aerial structures, in subways or in

streets, able to board and discharge passengers at station platforms or

at street, track or car-floor level. (Lightrail.com)

Note: BRT is particularly adaptive, in that as many of its components

can be implemented as is practical and affordable, and vehicles have the ability to deviate from the route when necessary.  The Chittenden County Transit Authority in Burlington, Vermont is implementing signal priority for transit.
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